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Letter from the President 
 
Fancy Cats Rescue Team has adopted out 479 cats and kittens 
to date.  We have expanded our adoptions to the Center in the 
Springfield Petsmart.  We are desperately trying to help the 
shelters that so depend on us to take their cats. Fancy Cats 
rescues cats from Virginia, WVA. Delaware and Maryland shel-
ters. Since the remodel of Fairlakes Petsmart our adoption 
numbers have drastically decreased.  So has our income.  We 
depend on the adoptions and the generous support of the pub-
lic to pay for our expenses. 
(continued page 2) 

 
Late Breaking News from the Field 
As reported by Aggie 
 
Lucy – Mother Cat of the Year 
 
If there were an award for Feline Mom of the Year, Lucy would 
definitely win it.  This beautiful domestic/oriental shorthair, 
grey and white girl was given to Fancy Cats during the last 
week of her pregnancy by a concerned employee of PetsMart 
in Gainesville.  Apparently her neighbor had let Lucy get preg-
nant three times and decided she didn’t want her any more, 
but decided to keep four of the kittens from her second litter 
(all the kittens died from Lucy’s first pregnancy).  As Lucy had 
not been spayed, you can probably deduce the kittens these 
people kept will end up inbreeding when they come of age.  
Unfort unately, right after we took Lucy, these lovely folks 
moved and didn’t leave a forwarding address.  These things 
happen every day in the world of rescue.  But at least Lucy 
was saved from another pregnancy. 
(continued page ) 
 

 
Lucy and her kittens 
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Letter from the President 
(Contiued) 
 
Fancy Cats is an all-volunteer organi-
zation with no paid staff.  100% of our 
income goes to taking care of our cats.  
We really need help.  So many of the 
volunteers are doing 3 or more jobs.  
If you could find a couple hours a 
week to volunteer it would make a big 
difference to the group. 
 
I have come to know our volunteers 
over the years and have never been 
prouder to be associated with such a 
caring group of people.  Becoming a 
volunteer is like joining a family.  You 
meet people like Lois who keeps say-
ing she is not going to foster anymore; 
but can’t turn away a cat in need, or 
Kristen who despite working a very 
demanding schedule has fostered and 
saved hundreds of cats and kittens 
although this means she has no time 
off.  Then there is Teri who is so pa-
tient and so dependable in running the 
Fairlakes adoption center as well as 
training and scheduling volunteers.  
We never have to worry about her.  Or 
Jillian who now posts our photos to 
both Fancy Cats and Petfinder and is a 
very big reasons we have so many 
successful adoptions.  She was with us 
as a youth volunteer and has contin-
ued to be one of our most important 
team members. 
 
There are countless people like this in 
this group; but the job of helping 
these deserving felines has become so 
big we always need more people. We 
have other volunteers just like these 
who go way above and beyond. We 
have a very common goal that keeps 
us going:  Our love of animals and our 
need to help those that do not deserve 
to die. 
 
Everyone who comes to my house 
always comments on how friendly my 
cats are.  If I were to tell them the 
stories behind each cat no one would 
believe me.  Animals know and appre-
ciate the care you give them.  As the 
President of Fancy Cats I wish that our 
government understood that instead of 
animals being killed in shelters around 
the country that they should enact a 
law where sterilization is mandatory. 
 
I wish that there were more veteri-
narians who would help with low cost 
or free services for sterilization.  I wish 
that animals were not considered 
property and disposable in a country 
that is suppose to be the land of op-

portunity.  I wish that more people 
understood that shelters and humane 
societies don’t want to kill animals.  
There are simply not enough homes to 
go around. 
 
Fancy Cats receives hundreds of re-
quests per week for help.  Unfortu-
nately we are a small group who does 
not have the financial resources or the 
foster homes to help everyone.  I wish 
that this were  an uplifting article; but 
there is just no way of painting a rosy 
picture of a situation that is not getting 
any better.  Please help us spread the 
word.  Tell your friends.  Please volun-
teer or contribute to local shelters and 
rescues. 
 
You will find a list at the end of this 
article of volunteer duties we need to 
fill.  Please sterilize your pets by 6 
months of age.  Let your friends know 
that 15 million healthy, adoptable cats 
and dogs are killed each year in this 
country.  More than 118,000 were 
euthanized in the state of Virginia last 
year.  Make sure animal welfare is part 
of the politicians you vote for policy. 
 
Keep cats indoors only.  Research the 
dangers of life outside for a cat and for 
you as an owner with an outdoor cat.  
Ask your vet about what they offer 
rescues.  If they are not helping with 
the pet over population is that a place 
you want to give your business to?  
Get stray cats in your neighborhood 
fixed and feed them or assist rescue in 
finding them homes. 
 
Please do not tell yourself it is not your 
problem.  By fixing 1 female cat you 
will prevent 20,736 kittens from being 
born.  By neutering a male cat you can 
multiply that number by tenfold per 
year.  Society needs to stop turning a 
blind eye to what’s going on around 
us.  Shelters across the country are 
killing animals daily.  I do realize that 
most of you who read this are not the 
people I need to tell.  So please help 
us and let your friends and neighbors 
know.  Maybe it will save some lives.  I 
know it will save some lives.  Make 
know mistakes.  Animal rescue work-
ers do not do this job because it is fun 
or because it pays well.  They do it 
because they feel an obligation to help 
animals.  Fancy Cats Rescue Team’s 
mission is for every animal to have a 
loving lifetime home.  Please play a 
part in this mission. 
 
 
 

Fancy Cats Volunteer Positions 
 
Board Positions 
 President  
 Vice President  
 Secretary 
 Treasurer 
 Website Manager 
 Web Assistant 
 
Intake Coordinator 
 
Foster Home Coordinator 
 Foster Homes 
 Foster Home Checks 
 
Vet Transport  
 
Adoption Centers  
 Adoption Manager 
 Fair Lakes Staff 
 Gainesville Staff 
 Springfield Staff 
 (all sites need same staff) 
   Cat Care 
   Literature 
   Supplies 
   Laundry 
 
Adoptions 
 Coordinators 
 Assistants 
 Fosters 
 Youth Volunteers 
 Tear down/Set-up 
 Cat Care 
 Vet/lease checks 
 Adoption Follow-up Calls 
 Database entry of adoption info 
 State Records 
 
Fundraising 
 Coordinator 
  Grants 
  Events 
   Santa Paws 
   National Cat Show  
   Fall for Fairfax 
  Cafepress Site 
 
Volunteer Coordinator 
 Recruitment  
 Training 
 Internal Communications 
 Group email/Yahoo Site Maintenance 
 
 
Corporate Communications (official) 
 Newsletter 
 Annual Report  
 Email Newsletter to adopters/donors 
 Place adoptions ads 
 Local papers/PR 
 
To help, email events@fancycats.org 



3  Fancy Cats Rescue Team 

Fancy Cats Rescue Team Founder 
Cathy Awad Fosters Hope for 
Area’s Forgotten Felines 
 
When Cathy McCullough Awad first 
moved into the Greenbriar neighbor-
hood in Fairfax County in 1995, the 
area was populated by over thirty 
stray and abandoned cats living out-
side.  Most had migrated from nearby 
apartment buildings in search of food, 
after being abandoned by their ow n-
ers.  Rather than wait for someone to 
deal with the problem (there really 
was NO ONE), Awad decided to tackle 
it herself.  She learned about trap-
neuter-return (T NR), the humane ap-
proach to trapping cats, getting them 
fixed, and when possible returning the 
cats, or as in the case of the Green-
briar cats, relocating them.  Many 
were relocated to farms, or if tame, 
found homes.  This took vast amounts 
of time, energy, and most of all, car-
ing!  This is how Awad has run the 
Fancy Cats Rescue Team, a State-
licensed cat rescue group which she 
founded in 1997, after the initial effort 
in Greenbriar. 
 
Fancy Cats Rescue Team reaches out 
to the community and neighboring 
areas to help stray and unwated cats 
(owner give-ups).  They have part-
nered with Fairfax County Animal Shel-
ter when their adoptions do not keep 
up with the steady influx of cats.  
Fancy Cats takes cats from other shel-
ters that are on euthanasia lists.  Once 
in the Fancy Cats program, each cat is 
assessed, given shots, tested for FIV 
or feline leukemia, and spayed or neu-
tered before being placed in a new 
home.  Fancy Cats volunteers work 
very hard to try and find the right 
home for each cat so that they will not 
have to endure being given up again!  
Cats are kept in foster homes, where 
they are lovingly tended by Fancy Cats 
volunteers.  There are never enough 
volunteers, and Fancy Cats is always 
on the lookout for people who will 
offer a spare room to a rescue cat until 
a new home can be found. 
 
In the nearly ten years Fancy Cats has 
been in operation, they have placed 
nearly 6,500 cats!  In recognition of 
this valiant effort, the Fairfax County 
Shelter Animal Services Division 
awarded Fancy Cats the 2005 Out-
standing Shelter Rescue Partner 
Award.  The Metropolitan Washington 
Council of Animal Services Committee 
recognized Fancy Cats team members 
for their tireless efforts on behalf of 

the cats with an Honorable Mention 
Volunteer Award.  Today with the 
leadership of Fairfax County Animal 
Shelter Director Karen Diviney along 
with Fancy Cats and other area res-
cues, Fairfax County has become vir-
tually a no-kill shelter, a fact Ms. Awad 
is very happy about.  When asked 
what prompted her to start Fancy Cats 
she says it was the need to help un-
wanted animals.  Her animals were like 
her children and she just could not 
understand how society viewed ani-
mals (cats in particular) as disposable.  
“They should be a cherished membe 
rof the family.  If people are not able 
to devote themselves to caring for the 
animal for its lifetime, they should not 
have a pet.  You don’t get rid of a 
member of your family.” 
 
Fancy Cats is very fortunate to work 
with the PetsMart stores in Fair Oaks 
and Gainesville to showcase their cats.  
This has been a wonderful outlet.  
Every weekend, the public is welcome 
to come to the adoption events and 
fall in love (which is easy to do with 
the many beautiful cats and kittens!).  
They also have cage space allocated in 
each store for cats to live on site until 
adopted.  There is nothing quite like 
the unconditional love given by a res-
cued animal.  They do understand 
they’ve been given a second chance 
and reward their human companions 
with true love. 
(If you are unable to drive out to one 
of the adoption events, or would like 
to learn more about Fancy Cats Res-
cue team, visit www.fancycats.org 
where many of the cats are posted.) 
 
Despite their best effort, working 24/7, 
the number of needy cats never seems 
to diminish.  Fancy Cats is in need of 
donations to help defray the expenses 
of vetting the cats, and volunteers to 
help with fostering, or to work at 
adoption fairs.  One of the ultimate 
goals for Fancy Cats is to have their 
own cat facility so they would never 
have to turn down any cat when their 
foster homes become full.  Fancy Cats 
understands the importance of being 
responsive, especially when contacted 
by overloaded shelters that have no 
choice but to euthanize when their 
numbers become overwhelming.  Also, 
all cats that go through their system 
are spayed and neutered prior to being 
put up for adoption, in compliance 
with Virginia State Law (for licensed 
rescue groups) and in an ongoing ef-
fort to end the cat overpopulation 
problem.  It is the group’s hope that 

someday the need to euthanize these 
beautiful animals due to lack of space 
and a shortage of good homes will 
come to an end. 
 
Today, ten years later, most of the 
initial thirty Greenbriar cats have lived 
to a ripe old age.  The neighbors mar-
vel that there are no more stray cats, 
another testament to Awad’s Hercu-
lean effort.  Ms. Awad attributes Fancy 
Cat’s success to the dedication of the 
volunteers who give up a portion of 
their lives to help the fancy cats.  This 
group is a real team said Awad.  “Eve-
ryone with Fancy Cats is very devoted 
to finding loving lifetime homes for our 
cats”. 
 
Fancy Cats Rescue Team is a 501(C) 
(3) non-profit organization with no 
paid staff so 100 percent of donations 
and adoption fees goes to taking care 
of the cats.  Fancy Cats Rescue Team 
is an approved organization by United 
Way/CFC #8929. Or donate at their 
website www.fancycats.org. 
 
A copy of the latest financial report 
and registration filed by Fancy Cats 
Rescue Team may be obtained by con-
tacting the State Division of Consumer 
Affairs, Department of Agriculture and 
Consumer Services, P.O. Box 1163, 
Richmond, VA 23209  
 
(Originally published in Greenbriar 
Flyer, Volume 37, Number 9, July 
2006) 
 
Mother Cat of the Year 
(continued from page 1) 
 
So Lucy came to Fancy Cats sick with 
a cold and sporting what appeared to 
be a bowling ball in her stomach.  
They had never seen a cat that preg-
nant in their many years of rescue 
work.  A vet assured everyone every-
thing was fine and shortly thereafter, 
on June 28, Lucy gave birth to nine  

Chauncy 
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little souls of assorted colors.  Today, 
many weeks later all her kittens are 
doing great and will be up for adoption 
in mid September. 
 
It’s hard to believe but Lucy nursed all 
nine of her kittens until they started 
eating on their own.  Considering cats 
only have eight nipples, this was quite 
a feat.  But that’s Lucy, a wonderful 
mother, a loving kitty, just an all 
around fantastic girl.  Her little kits are 
so much fun to watch en mass, with 
tiny tails held high.  Often the deter-
mined spirits of foster cats inspire 

 
Quiggly 

 
Fancy Cats volunteers, and keep them 
going in this difficult environment.  As 
Kristin fretted over whether she would 
have to bottle feed yet another group 
of kittens this season, Lucy just took 
the matter in hand and got the job 
done.  What a fantastic young girl.  
She is truly a star! 
 

 
Cricket, Xelha, Chessie, Sedgewick 

 
 
Ask Aggy 
 
Fancy Cats’ most famous alumnus has 
her own kitty advice column!  You can 
find other Ask Aggy columns on our 
Web site, as well as directions to con-
tact Aggy with your cat care question. 
 

 

Aggy requested that success stories be 
published in her column, as the recent 
field reporting has left her too tired to 
write her normal column. 
 
Dear Aggy: 
 
Two years ago I was a typical busi-
nessman, over worked, over stressed 
and with little in life to distract me 
from the daily grind that was slowly 
killing me.  My doctors, and I had a 
team of them, worried about my heart, 
my weight, my diabetes, and my 
seeming inability to effect any change 
on all these things that were inexora-
bly dragging closer to the grave. 
 
Late one night we came across a little 
marmalade tabby kitten, sitting for-
lornly in the middle of the road.  It 
was late, past 11:00 PM.  It was a 
dark rural road, and there was no sign 
of its mother.  Not knowing what else 
to do we took it to the Fairfax Shelter, 
where we were assured it would be 
adopted without problem, being so 
young and attractive.  We thought that 
was that.  We were wrong. 
 
That little kitty weighed on our minds 
for a long time until eventually passing 
a local PetsMart we saw an adoption 
sign.  That started a process of dis-
covery that went on for several weeks 
while we debated bringing a kitty into 
our busy professional lives.  Finally 
after numerous adoption events, and a 
couple of false starts we found a regal 
big cat that chose us.  We suitably 
renamed him Augustus (Gus for short) 
and shortly thereafter he began his 
new life in our home.  After a week we 
could not stand it any longer and we 
went back for his brother, which we 
named Julius. 
 

 
 
The benefits were almost immediate.  
I felt relaxed and had small furry 
friends to shower affection upon and 
to spoil.  Soon we adopted Constantine 
(Tiny), a young cat that had been ter-
ribly abused and even set on fire.  
Despite all this he had not lost his love 

of people and he joined our happy 
growing band.  Something more tangi-
ble was also happening.  My blood 
pressure was dropping.  During the 
first year it dropped 20 points and in 
the second almost as much again.  I 
also had more success with my weight 
loss, and found myself much more 
contented and relaxed. 
 

 
 
Now over two years since our first cat 
we have a total of 4 house cats, one 
special needs permanent foster, one 
temporary rehab foster and currently 8 
kittens.  So far this year we have 
raised 5 bottle babies and adopted out 
4 so far.  During that time we have 
become members of Fancy Cats Res-
cue Team, a Northern Virginia based 
rescue group.  Last Year FCRT saved 
over 800 cats, and each one of the 
team played a role in this very wort h-
while life saving effort. 
 
I have been involved in various as-
pects of cat rescue, from cleaning 
cages (very satisfying, but hard on the 
knees), to adoption coordination, and 
now having had Feline Neo-Natal train-
ing, we are successful foster moms, 
the most satisfying of all. 
 
 Now my doctors are very pleased with 
me, and we are talking about reducing 
my medications in the light of the 
healthy reduction in blood pressure, 
weight and stress. 
 
Gus, a big gentle boy, has a very spe-
cial place in our hearts, being the first 
to bring kitty love and affection into 
our home; in fact the cats in our life 
have greatly enriched it, and both my 
wife and I believe lengthened my life 
also.  We could not see life without 
them. 
 
Chris C. Haslam 
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Adoption Success Stories 
 
I can only tell the story of success 
from the cats point of view!  Most are 
stuck in a cage at the SPCA being 
passed over with the clock ticking.  Or 
the ones that were dumped outside.  
Or how about the ones that are given 
up because the OB/GYN told the pre g-
nant mom that cats are bad for her 
"condition."  All these unique innocent 
felines who trusted their ow ners to do 
right by them, abandoned.  Each is so 
lucky to be given another chance at 
finding true love through Fancy Cats.  
First to find people who really care and 
go to great lengths to ensure a home 
will be found where the cats will be 
adored and cherished!  Think of Angel, 
the declawed silver and white tuxedo 
who was brought to the SPCA due to 
"allergies" and languished for weeks 
upon weeks.  Now she has been 
adopted by Thomas Jefferson HS Head 
Librarian, Becca Houston and her 
daughter Emma.  Ms Houston writes: 
 
"Angel is doing so great ... She's every 
bit as sweet as her description said 
she'd be.  She follows us around the 
house -- always wants to be in the 
same room we're in.  My daughter, 
Emma, loves that Angel keeps her 
company in the bathroom when she 
takes her bath each night ... she 
jumps in the tub after the water drains 
and hangs out there for a bit." 
 
Fancy Cats never has a requirement 
about what cats they will take.  They 
want to help the ones that need it.  
Wow!  So far this year these Delaware 
babies have been lucky enough to 
become "Fancy Cats"! 
 
Moe and Barney, two declawed 
brothers, pregnant owner wanted to 
find them a new home 
Persephone, brown tabby with red 
flecks dumped in front of my house 
 
These lucky souls came from the 
SPCA: 
Trinity, tabby with golden eyes 
Bundles, saddledbacked tabby, young 
male 
Maxine, full figured calico 
Daisy, dilute torbie kitten who arived 
with her litter of kittens all got adopted 
except mom! 
KitKat, beautiful soulful blue cream 
tortie 
Angel, grey and white tuxedo, de-
clawed 
Marco, turkish angora/maine coon 
Ellie, petite tortie 

Nellie, petite patch tabby 
Seabelle, divine solid black cat whose 
owner died and no family member 
stepped in to adopt her 
Tinsel, black cat with stubby tail 
whose owner was evicted 
Abigail, lush brown tabby with gold 
eyes, who along w/Tinsel lost their 
home 
Tom(orrow), an rotound declawed 
mitted tabby given up due to grand-
kid's allergies 
 
By Denise Arnot  
 
Bart and Mister's Story 
 
Bart is a 10 year old, Male, Dark 
Grey/White Domestic Short Hair who 
was Declawed.  Mister is a 5 year old, 
Male, Light Grey/White Domestic Short 
Hair who was 
Declawed. 
 
Bart & Mister came to us from a family 
that was moving out of the country.  It 
was not an easy transition.  Both of 
them became depressed, Bart refused 
to eat which aggravated a thyroid 
condition and we finally took him for 
radiodyne treatment.  At the time of 
his adoption, he had gained all his 
weight back (to approx. 10 lbs).  On 
the other hand, Mister became agre s-
sive (at least toward females) and 
would bite when he felt threatened.  
After about a year of getting Bart 
healthy again, Mister developed a t u-
mor near his left ear.  Surgery seemed 
to be the only option for this, so in he 
went to Deepwood.  They did a won-
derful job and you would not even 
know he had surgery by looking at 
him. 

 
We had these two for approx. 2 years 
with all these issues to deal with.  I 
had them for most of those two years 
in my family’s home.  They shared a 
bedroom most of that time, but always 
wanted more space.  I finally had to 
move them to the big cage Fancy Cats 

provided and then they only got out 2 
-3 times a day for exercise.  They both 
seemed to like the security of the cage 
(since we have six cats of our own - 
and they did not get along with them), 
but always jumped out when given the 
chance. 

 
I'm so happy that they now have a 
home of their own and pray that their 
new 'human' is loving and caring and 
will enjoy them for the rest of their 
days. 
 
By Rebekah Brierly 
 
Fancy Cats Wish List 
When a cat is sick, especially a 
kitten, the right equipment can 
mean life or death.  Please con-
sider donating these items: 
 
Kitten Intensive Care Units 
Two Oxygen Concentrators 
Two Nebulysers 
Stainless Steel Litter boxes 
(the best are steam table trays 
that available at Springfield Supply 
House $14.00 Large - $8.50 Small) 
 
Of course, the best donation would 
be a building to help all rescue 
groups find permanent homes for 
the abandoned animals.  
 

Two Cases of Rescued 
 Cats and Kittens  
– by Cathy Awad 

 
One of the goals of Fancy Cats Rescue 
Team (FCRT) is to rescue abandoned 
and homeless cats from situations in 
which their lives are at risk.  Cats living 
on the streets are subject to being hit 
by cars, contracting many types of 
diseases and parasites, being injured 
by wild animals, possibly being shot or 
poisoned by heartless individuals, or 
even being taken to local shelters and 
euthanized.  Two recent cases illus-
trate this well, and are just a few ex-
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amples of the thousands of cats that  
FCRT has rescued that might very well 
otherwise have died on the streets or 
euthanized in local shelters. 
 
In the first case, FCRT was contacted 
by an individual in Fort Washington, 
Maryland who had been feeding and 
taking care of approximately 17 cats 
living on the streets in his neighbor-
hood.  There were 3 mothers with 
their 13 kittens, and one male cat liv-
ing around his home.  Due to com-
plaints by neighbors, PG County Ani-
mal Control told the individual that he 
would need to remove the animals 
from the area, or they would have to 
be taken away and most likely eutha-
nized due to shelter overcrowding, cat 
medical problems, or the lack of the 
animal being socialized. 
 
Fancy Cats agreed to take the 13 kit-
tens, treat them for all their medical 
needs, and help t o socialize them to 
make them ready for adoption (other 
groups arranged to have the 4 adult 
cats fixed and placed in a home).  
While the kittens varied in age from 8 
weeks and 12 weeks, many of them 
were not used to human contact and 
needed lots of socialization and atten-
tion before they would learn to trust 
people and be ready for adoption into 
loving homes. 
 

 
 
 
Now Available On-Line 
Fancy Cats T -shirts, caps, and more  
Browse to our sponsor’s store at  
http://www.cafepress.com/fancycats 
and you too can own a T -shirt or 
bumper sticker like the ones below.  
Or one of many other items. 
 

 
 

 
 
The kittens are currently in several of 
our foster homes, and have been 
treated for medical problems common 
with cats that live their lives on the 
streets, problems readily fixed with 
proper medications.  Several of them 
also contracted severe upper respira-
tory infe ctions (URIs), and needed 
strong treatments of antibiotics by 
FCRT.  All of them are currently doing 
well, becoming more loving and playful 
with humans every day, and should be 
able to go up for adoption in the near 
future, once they have had more time 
to adjust to human companionship. 
 
The second case involved a white 
semi-feral mother cat that was nursing 
5 kittens under a house in the Bristow, 
VA area.  The owner of the house 
could not take care of them, and asked 
for outside assistance to remove them 
to a safe place out of the neighbor-
hood.  Again FCRT agreed to take the 
mom and kittens, and they are cur-
rently safe and secure in a loving fos-
ter home.  Four of the kittens are pure 
white in color, and look like tiny an-
gels!  The fifth kitten in the litter is a 
beaut iful little brown tabby girl. 
 

 
FCRT would like to encourage people 
to watch for abandoned or homeless 
cats in their neighborhood, and to ac-
tively intervene to help these animals 
at least be spayed or neutered (and 
released back into the neighborhood, 
also known as Trap/Neuter/Release or 
TNR), to prevent the local population 
from growing into an unmanageable 
colony.  If the abandoned cats are 

young 
enough 
(usually 
under 3-4 
months of 
age) or 
tame 
enough, 
residents 
should try 
to capture 
them and move them into foster 
homes that will provide appropriate 
medical attention in preparation to find 
their final homes.  People should also 
understand that controlled population 
of feral cats (spayed or neutered cats 
being fed and taken care of by local 
caretakers), are very useful in control-
ling rodent and pest populations in the 
area.  
 
These cases also point to FCRT’s need 
for donations of money to cover the 
extensive medical and food expenses 
for these rescued animals.  All FCRT 
members are volunteers, none are 
paid for their work, and expenses for 
caring for these animals are frequently 
very high (especially when vets are 
used, and keeping in mind that ALL 
our animals are spayed and neutered if 
they are old enough, prior to being 
adopted out).   
 
These cases further illustrate the crit i-
cal need for foster homes for rescued 
cats.  Foster homes are the lifeblood of 
our organization.  By fostering cats, 
you are providing a temporary home 
for sensitive, intelligent animals that 
would not otherwise have had a 
chance.  Fostering also lets you enjoy 
all the benefits of having cats or kit-
tens without having the long-term 
commitment.  In return for the gift of 
love you provide by fostering homeless 
cats and kittens, you will receive the 
priceless gift of unconditional love 
from your fostered animals!  If you 
would like to make a donation to 
FCRT, or have the space in your home 
and the love in your heart to foster 
cats, please contact Fancy Cats. 
 
More information about low -cost or 
no-cost spay and neuter services for 
feral cats or abandoned neighborhood 
cats can be found at numerous sites 
including: 
www.lovethatcat.com/spayneuter.html 
www.washhumane.org 
Metro Ferals  www.metroferals.org 
or of course Fancy Cats Rescue Team 
www.fancycats.org.   
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February 13,2006

Cathy Awad
Fancy Cats Rescue Team
P O Box 182
Hemdon. VA20l72-0182

Dear Ms. Awad:

I am pleased to inform you that you have been nominated for an award by the
Animal Services Committee of the Metropolitan Washington Council of
Govemments (COG).

These awards highlight the great work that people in our region do on behalf
of animals and their communities. Your dedication to improving the lives of
animals places yog.atithe highest level of your profession.

,,/
The category in which you were nominated is:

Volunteer Team of 2005

You were nominated by:

Karen Diviney
Fairfax County Animal Services Division

We applaud the work you do and we invite you to join us to honor the
nominees and announce the award winners on March 3, 2006. The ceremony
will be held in the COG Board room at 777 North Capitol Street NE,
Washington DC. This great event will begin at 9:30am and will last until
approximately noon. For directions please go to the COG website
http://www,mwcoo.orq/contacudirections/.

:@
togethcrJot

Asfict of Columbia
Bowie

College Patu

Fredeick County
Gaithersbu!g

Greenbelt

Montgomery County
Pince George's County
Rockville

Takoma Pa*

Alington County
Faiiax

Faiiax County

Fa s Church

Loudoun County
Matassas

Manassas Patk
Pince William County

Sincerely,

{?r,e^^"\
Rodney Taylor
Chairman
COG Animal Services Committee

777 North Capitol Street, N.E. Suite 300 Washington, D.C. 20002-4290
Telephone (202) 962-3200 Fax (202'S 96?:12-0-1^T_D_P_(?92)-962-32t3 tnternet http://www.mwcog.org
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A copy of the latest financial 
report and registration filed 
by Fancy Cats Rescue Team 
may be obtained by contact-
ing: 
 
State Division of Consumer 
Affairs 
Department of Agriculture 
and Consumer Services 
P.O. Box 1163 
Richmond, VA 23209 
 
Registration does not imply 
endorsement, approval, or 
recommendation by the 
state. 
 
 
Please make your check 
payable to Fancy Cats Res-
cue team and mail it to us 
at: 
 
Fancy Cats Rescue Team 
P.O. Box 182 
Herndon, VA 20172-0182 
 
We are a non-profit organi-
zation; your contribution 
is tax deductible! 

In addition to our website (www.fancycats.org), you can see many of our cats at the Petfinder Web site: 
www.petfinder.org/shelters/va145.html. 

 
 
Fancy Cats Rescue Team 
P.O. Box 182 
Herndon, VA 20172-0182 

YES! I want to contribute to Fancy Cats Rescue Team! 
Nearly 100% of your donation goes toward the care of rescued animals.* 

 
Name:         

Address:         

City:      State:  Zip:   

Phone:   Email:      

Fancy Cats Rescue Team is a 501 (c) (3) non-profit organization; your contribution is tax deductible! 
 

$ Did you know… 
 

*Each year, we spend a considerable amount of 
money in our spay and neutering of cats, as well 
as caring for some of the more serious medical 
conditions that we inherit from shelter-bound or 
abandoned cats.  Fancy Cats regularly has cats 
in long-term foster care with FIV, FeLV, diabe-
tes, and emotional problems.  Please help us 
keep these cats healthy and safe.  Send your 
donation made out to: 
 

Fancy  Cats Rescue Team 
P.O. Box 182 
Herndon, VA 20172-0182 
 
Or donate via Paypal, iGive, or Helping.org on 
our Web site: www.fancycats.org. 

$10 feeds one cat for one month 
$20 pays for insulin for one month for a diabetic cat 
$25 pays for one male cat to be neutered 
$30 pays for one month of latex gloves to clean the 

cat cages sanitarily 
$50 pays for one female cat to be spayed 
$75 pays for medicine to deworm 40 kittens 
$100 pays for 5 cats to be tested for FeLV/FIV 
$150 pays for an elderly cat to get a dental exam 
$250 buys one quarantine cage 
$500 buys 20 cats enough litter for six months 
$1000 provides 100 cats with food for one month 
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